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New Bearing test bench to replace old

The old “bench grinder” bearing test bench had reached its end of life and was replaced by a new

and more practical test bench that can accommodate bearing pre-load, unbalance and shaft
misalignment.
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Wind Turbine Test bench in creation

In March 2015 Paul Van Niekerk started building on the first wind turbine test facility in the ELRE
Lab. Paul, a graduate student under the supervision of prof. Heyns, is developing this facility for his
master’s degree studies. The 1.6 m turbine rotor will be driven by a 7.5 Kw electric fan through a
custom designed tunnel with 1.8 m diameter. Completion is scheduled for end of May 2015 at which
time vibration characteristic measurements will start in full earnest.

The tunnel intake and turbine rotor in position
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